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(A) United States patent 

A modular coating thickness gauge includes a probe which generates a signal 
representative of coating thickness, a PCMCIA card connected to the probe 
for converting the signal into a standard PCMCIA output format, and a 
portable computing unit for receiving the signal via the PCMCIA card. The 
gauge allows the on-site user to alternately record coating thickness . 
measurement data and descriptive textual or graphical data relating to each 
coating thickness measurement. 
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-US41 55009 [US4 155009] 250308000 
-US4266875 [US4266875] 356381000 
-US4389706 [US4389706] 364130000 
-US4715007 [US4715007] 364563000 
-US4742879 [US4742879] 177050000 
-US4791706 [US4791706] 019105000 
-US4863037 [US4863037] 209003100 
-US4919967 [US49 19967] 427008000 
-US4934309 [US4934309] 118050000 
-US4962569 [US4962569] 019106000R 
-US4967381 [US4967381] 364551010 
-US4974166 [US4974166] 364478000 
-US4982477 [US4982477] 019000250 
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-US5054700 [US5054700] 241101400 
-US5066241 [US5066241] 439260000 
-US5097421 [US5097421] 364478000 
-US51 15918 [US5115918] 209003100 
-US5137661 [US5137661] 264001300 
-US5165415 [US5165415] 128661060 
-US5233727 [US5233727] 019300000 
-US5241280 [US5241280] 324671000 
-US5254830 [US5254830] 219121430 
-US5293132 [US5293132] 324671000 
-US5335066 [US5335066] 356364000 
-US5343 146 [US5343 146] 324230000 
-US5467014 [US5467014] 324230000 
-JP5-185367 [JP05 185367] 
-GB2265985 [GB2265985] 
-WO8704783 [WO8704783] 
-WO8903020 [WO8903020] 
-WO9002920 [WO9002920] 

-Personal Computer Memory Card International Association PCMCIA PC 
Card Standard, pp. i through xii, 1-3 through 1-4, 2-1 through 2-4, 3-1 
through 3-28, 4-1 through 4-4, Release 2.1, Jul. 1993. 
(GB9619032) 
Cited in the search report 
-GB2265985(A)[GB2265985] 
Ci -WO8704783(Al)[WO8704783] 
-WO8903020(Al)[WO8903020] 
-WO9002920(Al)[WO9002920] 
(US5751608) 

A modular coating thickness gauge includes a probe which generates a signal 
AB representative of coating thickness, a PCMCIA card connected to the probe 
for converting the signal into a standard PCMCIA output format, and a 
portable computing unit for receiving the signal via the PCMCIA card. The 



gauge allows the on-site user to alternately record coating thickness 
measurement data and descriptive textual or graphical data relating to each 
coating thickness measurement. 
(US5930744) 

The present invention relates to coating thickness gauges and more 
particularly to a novel method and apparatus for measuring and recording 
coating thickness data and associated descriptive data through a graphical 
user interface. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a novel coating thickness gauge 
which allows a user to record thickness measurement data along with 
descriptive data through a user interface on a computer screen. 
It is a further object of the invention to improve the accuracy of coating 
thickness measurement data by providing an apparatus which allows a user 
to alternate between recording a coating thickness measurement data point 
and recording descriptive textual or graphical data relating to the data point. 
It is a further object of the invention to provide a modularized coating 
thickness apparatus which includes a probe which produces an electric signal 
representative of a measured coating thickness and a PCMCIA card which 
receives the electric signal and converts the electric signal into a digital data 
signal in a standard PCMCIA output format. 
(US5930744) 

Among other advantages, the gauge improves the accuracy and reliability of 
coating thickness measurements, provides the flexibility of plugging in any 
probe (e.g., magnetic, eddy current, ultrasonic, etc) to any PCMCIA- 
compatible device, and allows the user to perform data analysis on-site. 
Such a procedure, however, requires the user to manually keep track of 
which data points correspond to which locations on the object being 
measured, and are thus time consuming and susceptible to recording errors. 
(US5930744) 

1. A method of recording coating thickness measurements, comprising the 
steps of: 

obtaining a plurality of coating thickness values with a probe electrically 
connected to an electronic memory; 

recording in the electronic memory the plurality of coating thickness values; 
and 

recording in the electronic memory a plurality of descriptive data, each 
descriptive data is associated with a respective one of the coating thickness 
values and provides information concerning the respective one coating 
thickness value. 

10. An apparatus for measuring a coating thickness, comprising: 

a probe which generates a first signal representative of a measured coating 

thickness; and 

a PCMCIA card connected to the probe and which receives the first signal 
from the probe, the PCMCIA card including means for converting the first 
signal into a second signal which is compatible with a standard PCMCIA 
output format. 



21. An apparatus for measuring and recording coating thickness 
measurements, comprising: 
an electronic memory; 

means for obtaining a plurality of coating thickness values with a probe 
electrically connected to the electronic memory; 
means for recording in the electronic memory the plurality of coating 
thickness values; and 

means for recording in the electronic memory a plurality of descriptive data 
so that each descriptive data is associated with a respective one of the 
coating thickness values and provides information concerning the respective 
one coating thickness value. 
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OPINION: 

DECISION 

On August 16, 2001, petitioner filed a timely petition with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC or the Commission) asking for review of a Final Order issued by the Merit Systems Protection Board 
(MSPB or the Board) concerning her claim of discrimination in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. $ 2 0Q0e et seq., the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA), 

as amended, 29 U.S.C § 621 etseq., and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 29 U.S JlJj. .7.9,1, et 

seq. Petitioner, a Water Rights Specialist, GS-11, at the agency's Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific 
Region, in Sacramento, California, alleged that she was discriminated against on the bases of sex (female), 
age (59), and disability (advanced education) nl when she was removed from her position effective July 
21, 2000, for inability to sustain a 40-hour work-week schedule. 



nl Petitioner also alleged reprisal for "whistle blowing" activity. Petitioner does not claim that her "whistle 
blowing" disclosures pertained to employment practices which are unlawful under the statutes enforced by 
the Commission. Accordingly, petitioner's claim of reprisal is outside of the Commission's purview. See 
Honeycutt v. Department of Defense, EEOC Request No. 05930744 (February 17, 1994). 



End Footnotes - [*2] On August 21, 2000, petitioner filed a mixed 

case appeal with the MSPB. Petitioner initially requested a hearing, but subsequently withdrew her request. 
Accordingly, after affording the parties an opportunity to submit evidence, the MSPB Administrative Judge 
issued a decision on the record. The MSPB AJ's decision sustained petitioner's removal. The MSPB AJ noted 
that petitioner was absent from work as follows: in 1996, 663 hours; in 1997, 666.25 hours; in 1998, 
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BODY: 

VICTORIA (CP) _ ACPJ3ystejT£in^^ known for its digital 

imaging, says its fiscal third-quarter profit dipped to $240,000 from 
$1.67 miilion as a weak U.S. dollar and the collapse of a German 
distributor hurt the bottom line. 

For the period ended Dec. 31, earnings amounted to one cent a share, down 
from eight cents a year earlier, the Victoria-based company reported 
Tuesday. 

Saies rose to $7.16 million from $6.75 miilion. 

"While our bottom line has been hurt by the bankruptcy of a key European 
distributor and the weakness of the U.S. dollar, our revenues continue to 
increase," CEO Doug Vandekerkhove said in a release. 

"We are confident that ACD Systems' strong fundamentals will produce a 
quick rebound from these short-term setbacks." 

Costs in the nine-month fiscal period included $1.68 million for the 
amortization of intangible assets in the acquisition of Deneba Systems 
Inc. and the writeoff of a $700,000 receivable due to the insolvency of 
ACD's former German distributor. 

On the Toronto stock market Tuesday, ACD Systems shares (TSX:ASA) fell 17 
cents to $1.65. The earnings report was issued after markets closed. 
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